Period 
Rainfall in
inches 
Remarks 
1st to 30th Aug.
1st to Soth Septr.
1st to 3 1st Oct. 
10
10
& 
Necessary for the growth of all
crops.
Necessary and also   useful   for
Rabi crops.
Useful for Rabi crops. 
This shows that the seasonal distribution of rainfall is
of far greater importance than its total quantity. We may
mention two concrete instances one of which we gathered
from our talks with the people on this subject, and the
other from our personal observation, to verify this state-
ment.
(i) In the year 1925-26 the first few showers came in
early June. The cultivators broadcasted the seeds of
paddy in the beds prepared for them. For a month it
did not rain with the result that the seedlings shot up too
high and were rendered unfit for easy transplantation.
The final result was that during the course of removing
the seedlings from their nursery to other beds a consider-
able number was wasted as they could not be picked up
from the nursery along with their roots which are neces-
sary for giving them strength and vigour when transferred
to new beds. This involved a serious decrease in the
total output of paddy.
(ii) In 1927-28 during the course of the present enquiry
we could see that it did not rain adequately when ex-
pected in July and August, and poured when the paddy
plants were drooping with the load of paddy sheaves.
The result was that in some plots the paddy plants were
levelled to the ground, and in others they rotted because
of excessive rain. The cultivator is at a loss to under-
stand these freaks of nature. He attributes all these
events to the working of the Almighty and resignedly
says, "The cultivator is wise only after the harvests"1
which means that he is not sure of the out-turn of his crops
till he harvests them and actually sees the heap of corn.
1 The original proverb runs thus:

